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TESTIMONIUM 
JERUSALEM • PARIS e URBANA e WIEN 

Jarusalem, 33 Rache! lmenu St. 

ENDLESS 

The structure of the work. 

The work is constructed asan endless mobile for seven players and the conductor. 

(Apart from the coordination of the beginning and tbe end of the work, t he conductor 

has to realize the own ind.ependent voice.) The seven voices of the i nstrumenta li sts 

aré conceived as a closed form , variable in lengtb (durations va ry between three and 

four minutes) which - like t be loops - are perrnanent ly r epeated . The variability of 

t he duration of the voices r esults on t he one hand f r om the notat ion of t he happening 

in pr oport iona l metrics. and is on the other hand inf luenced by t he variability of 

t he conductor's tempi. I ndeed, be cannot di rect t he play i ng itself, but to a ce rtain 

degree t he density of t he happeni ng . rom t he permanent iuqiiix repeti tion of several 

musica l layers of differ ent length results t he ever growing variability of t he vertical 

i rna,ge of t he musii/ which will never be re peated despite t e perrnanent repetition of ... 
t he horizoiÍi,l sequence of the i ndividua l elernent s . This is the principl e of my 

"dynarnic - closed" fo rm which I emplyy s ince 1958 in mo st of my works in differing 

var iat ions and notation- systems. I t i s the diverse mobile and multiple t ypes of 

composition , t hose turn ble fo r ms of notat ion ~KX&XXBX "cross-word" like, camton 
~ 

like vers ions, f ormal and gr aphic solutions whi ch I have i nvented and which are used 

s o of ten with more or l es s succes s in rnany seore s of moder n music. The "dynami c-

closed" fo r m i s by no means consumated by t he lengths of the individua l vo ices i n 

t he pre sent composition and by the i nevitab l e relative d.ispl acements - upon each 

repetition - resulting from the varying tempi and durations. 

1llií 



For practical reasons, the performance ot this composition is limited;M> 

to a small representative excerpt of tbis unending form. 

Roman Haubenstock-Rama.ti 

Vienna, January 

(The minima.1 length of this~ndlesa" ought to last 12 - 15 minutes, 

but may continue ad lib.) 




